
At NatureWorks, we use our best technologies to turn greenhouse 
gases, like carbon dioxide, into performance materials. The 
sustainability of how we convert these greenhouse gases into 
Ingeo and Vercet products matters, and we take a hard look at 
this in everything that we do.

Currently, the first step in transforming greenhouse gases into 
our products involves using agricultural crops to sequester 
carbon, "fixing" it as simple plant sugars through the process 
of photosynthesis. This rightfully brings up questions around 
feedstock sourcing and sustainable agricultural growing practices.

Sustainable agriculture is a broad term that has come to represent 
more than any one crop or growing practice. The Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has said, 
"Sustainable agriculture conserves land, water, and plant and animal 
genetic resources, and is environmentally non-degrading, technically 
appropriate, economically viable, and socially acceptable” (FAO, 1988). 
We are committed to these same tenants for the agriculture that is 
the foundation for our materials portfolio. 

For the last three decades, NatureWorks has been working to 
critically asssess and assure the sustainability of our feedstocks 
through accountability, continual learning, innovation, and leadership. 
We remain committed to this journey, to feedstock diversification, 
and to listening to the concerns of the agricultural communities we 
participate in and our partners in the supply chain.

Sustainable agriculture must 
meet the needs of present 
and future generations for 
its products and services, 
while ensuring profitability, 
environmental health, and 
social and economic equity. 
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Our commitment to
Sustainable Agriculture

We are working with local 
farming communities to 
create social, economic, and 
environmental change.



Certified 
sustainability 
for 100% of 
our feedstock

1. 60% certification to be completed by 2019 and 100% certification by 2020.
2. Certification is supplied annually by Eurofins GeneScan. www.eurofins.com

From our first kilograms of Ingeo produced and still today, all Ingeo biopolymers 
manufactured by NatureWorks are free of genetically modified (GM) materials as 
certified by the 3rd party, Eurofins Genescan, an industry leader in testing for GM 
material in products. While Ingeo does not contain any genetic materials, and 
does not require genetically engineered feedstocks, NatureWorks is sensitive to 
market concerns around GM feedstocks. That is why we chose to work with ISCC 
and have them certify that all aspects of sustainable agriculture are met for the 
corn that we use to supply our manufacturing facility and provide an option for 3rd 
party certified non-GM feedstocks. 

100% 
ISCC PLUS 
Certified Corn1

Yellow dent #2 feed corn 
is sourced from around 90 
farms over 85,200 acres all 
within 50 miles of our plant 
in Blair, NE, USA.

NatureWorks 
manufacturing in 

Blair, NE, USA

ISCC PLUS is a 3rd party administered, comprehensive scheme certifying the 
sustainability of agricultural feedstocks used for biobased products including both 
the environmental and social aspects of agricultural production. ISCC provides practical 
solutions for fully traceable and sustainable agricultural practices. Site specific audits 
and certificates ensure full traceability along the supply chain. 

ISCC's requirements fulfill the guidance set by the OECD and 
FAO in their publication "Guidance for Responsible Agricultural 
Supply Chains" (2016).

NatureWorks also provides an optional 3rd party audited and certified program with 
ISCC called ISCC PLUS Non-GMO for Technical Markets for partners looking to support 
non-GM feedstock utilizing a mass balance system.

Mixed stream of 
corn certified under 

ISCC PLUS and/
or ISCC PLUS Non-
GMO for Technical 

Markets

Our 3rd party certifications meet global 
standards & ensure accountability

No genetic material  detected

 



Mandatory agricultural practices for farms supplying NatureWorks with ISCC certification

PROTECT 
BIODIVERSITY

FARMING BEST 
PRACTICES

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION

SOCIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

REDUCE 
GREENHOUSE GASES

No sourcing from land 
with high biodiversity, high 
carbon stock or peatland.

Implement best practices for 
fertilizer and pesticide use, 

disposal, irrigation, & tillage.

Protect natural vegetation & 
water courses, soil erosion, 

and soil organic matter.

Adopt protections on labor 
conditions, child labor, 

workers protections, land 
rights, & water rights.

Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions on the farm 
level (no burning, etc).

Chain of Custody

ISCC certification and the mass balance approach 
have been adopted by global brands and are 
supported by NGO's.

Certifications like FSC® rely on 
chain-of-custody to ensure 
sustainability through each 
step in the supply chain.

https://www.unilever.com/Images/scheme-rules_tcm244-409273_en.pdf
https://www.iscc-system.org/process/certification-scopes/iscc-for-feed/iscc-for-
bio-based-products/

https://www.iscc-system.org/stakeholders/iscc-association/membership-list/
https://www.scsglobalservices.com/files/certificates/iscc_plus_crt_3m_062617.pdf
http://www.inro-biomasse.de/documents/ISCCSelbsterklaerung.pdf

REFERENCES

Chain of custody means that the total volume of Ingeo received by the “final user of the 
product” is traced back (and documented through a mass balance system) to the equivalent 
amount of certified, sustainable corn produced. Site specific audits and certificates ensure 
full traceability along the supply chain.
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Our commitment to renewable, sustainable feedstocks 
on a global scale in partnership with the Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation
On October 29, 2018, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation 
announced that NatureWorks along with other global 
brandowners and manufactures, have signed the New 
Plastics Economy Global Commitment. As a signatory, 
NatureWorks committed to the following in support of 
sustainable agriculture for bioplastics.

• By 2019, 60% of our feedstock will be certified as 
sustainably and responsibly managed via ISCC PLUS.

• By 2020, 100% of our feedstock will be certified as 
sustainably  and responsibly managed via ISCC PLUS.

• By 2025, we ensure that 100% of new feedstocks for 
additional manufacturing capacity will be certified as 
sustainably and responsibly managed via an independent 
3rd party-administered program.

ERWIN VINK
SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER

+31 6 204 1 5133
erwin_vink@natureworkspla.com

HOW CAN WE 
HELP YOU?

Ingeo and the Ingeo logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of NatureWorks LLC in the USA and other countries. © 2019 
NatureWorks LLC. All rights reserved.

To learn more about our 
sustainable agriculture programs, 
please contact a member of our 
Public Affairs team


